
 

 

 

 

 

U.S.S. Racer 

  



Appointed Paymaster Steward on the mortar schooner Racer on December 4, 1862 by Charles H. Kirkendall. 

 

  



 

  



Promoted to Paymaster Clerk aboard U.S. Racer in the Potomac Flotilla on April 8, 1963 at an annual salary of $400 and one 

ration. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

U.S.S. Black Hawk 

  



Transportation to U.S.S. Black Hawk on April 17, 1864 ordered by K.R. Breese, along with four other men.  Davis received a 

cabin; the other four did not.  Transport pass notes Empire Parish, presumably the steamer.  Breese commanded Admiral 

Porter's flagship 

 

  



A second directive from K.R. Breese of April 17, 1864 to the “Paymaster of the first gunboat arriving in Alexandria.”  

Unidentified “naval stores” in Alexandria were to be receipted to Charles Kirkendall per orders from Admiral David D. Porter.  

Would cotton have been delivered to a paymaster?  Under command of Frank Church, the navy did guard cotton in Alexandria 

April 15-22, 1864 and Will Davis did receive prize money for capturing cotton while serving on the Black Hawk. 

 



  



Awarded $37.73 ($707 today) in prize money for his participation while serving on the U.S.S. Blackhawk when it captured 

cotton, probably in General Bank’s Cotton Campaign at Red River, awarded by Smith Cutter of the Treasury Department on 

October 1, 1866 and notified on October 20, 1866, in keeping with an audit by Stephen J.W. Tabor.  (Tabor had been appointed 

Fourth Auditor of the United States Treasury in 1863 and served for fifteen years) 

 

  



 

  



 

  



Will Davis’s souvenir ribbons.  In mid August 1884 Davis attended the 17th reunion of the Army of the Tennessee in Lake 

Minnetonka, Minnesota commemorating the Vicksburg and Savannah campaigns.  The gathering was presided over by General 

William Tecumseh Sherman.  Former Minnesota governor Davis gave the keynote address, reading a letter from Ulysses S. 

Grant who had been scheduled to deliver the address but was still on crutches as a result of a fall and unable to attend. 

 


